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Lafayette Girl Scout Association

Sample Flag Up Ceremony & Proper Procedures

General Procedures about flag ceremonies:

At a flag ceremony, you say the Pledge of Allegiance in the presence of a flag. You may also sing a patriotic song and recite the Girl Scout Promise and/or Law.

Saluting the flag, stand at attention and place your right hand over your heart. Salute the flag when it is being raised or lowered, when it passes you in parade, and when you recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  When making the promise, give the Girl Scout sign; the three-fingers on the right hand, which correlates to our three-part promise.

The color bearer is the one who carries the flag. The color guard is a team that guards the flags, usually 4-6. The caller is the one who announces or calls each part of the ceremony. (It can be one girl or a group of girls in unison). The standards are the stands that support the flag. The color bearers place their flags in the standards.

There is silence from the time the horseshoe is formed until it is dismissed. The color guard is silent from the time they walk in until they walk out. They do not speak or sing with the group, but stay at attention.

The ceremony takes place after the flag has been raised.

Sample Indoor Flag Ceremony:
1. The group will be sitting at round tables or in theatre style seating and the color guard is in position at the back of the room.
2. Caller: “Will the audience please rise.” -- The audience stands at attention.

3. Caller: “Color guard, attention.”  -- The color guard stands at attention.
4. Caller: “Color guard, advance.”  -- The color guard walks forward carrying the flags to the front. They stop in front of the standards.

5. Caller: “Color guard, post the colors.” -- This signals the color bearers to place the flags in their stands. They remain at attention next to the flags.

6. Caller: “Girl Scouts honor the flag of your country.” -- The audience salutes the American flag.

7. Caller:  “Will you please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.” -- This may be followed by poems, songs, or verses.

8. Caller: “Color guard, dismissed.” -- This signals the color bearers and color guard to regroup and walk out.
9. Caller: “The audience may be seated.” – The audience sits.
Songs like God Bless America, America the Beautiful, etc. are appropriate.

